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APS: Back to School for 20,000+

Dear APS Friends:

Is it my imagination, or did this summer
speed by us? Now, I realize that summer
-- the season -- still has a month left in it,
but it honestly feels to me as if we just
took a two-week break and jumped right
back into our normal routine. 

There was a time when school districts
shut down most operations during the
summer months. At APS, we still have
some teachers and other staff members
who take summers off, but those numbers
are much smaller than they once were.
This is due to numerous continuing
education programs teachers take advantage of and other educational
opportunities -- to hone their skills -- they have more time for in
summer. Many are also involved in our summer learning programs for
students. 

Our new administrative headquarters at Main and Market downtown
has been quite busy since we moved in near the end of last school
year. We did a formal dedication and open house in mid-July and
have been filling the space with work ever since. This completes the
consolidation of two administration buildings -- the Conrad Ott
Building in Firestone Park and the Sylvester Small Building in
Downtown Akron -- into the former SummaCare building at 10 N. Main
St. During our dedication, we named this building the Sylvester Small
Administration Building and dedicated our second floor as the Conrad
C. Ott Staff Development Center. The entire floor is dedicated to
teaching and learning for our staff. 

Inasmuch as many of us are operating on different schedules during
summer, our students often do as well. All kinds of summer camps
and learning programs fill the summer months to help keep students'
minds fresh and busy. This makes the transition easier when school
resumes. 

If you thought you saw more yellow school buses than usual on the
road in mid-summer, that's due to our school with the most "different"
school schedule, if you will. At I PROMISE School on West Market
Street, the first day for students was July 29. And you'll see their
buses later in the afternoon, too, as classes at IPS run until 5 p.m.  

Akron Early College High School (AECHS) students in ninth grade
started Aug. 13; AECHS students in 10th through 12th grades and
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National Inventors Hall of Fame Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (NIHF STEM) High School freshmen started Aug.
14; and NIHF STEM students in grades 10-11 start Aug. 16 and the
school's seniors return Aug. 19. Other APS students in first through
ninth grades will begin Aug. 29*, and students in kindergarten and
grades 10-12 will begin Sept. 3*. 

*Exceptions are: Buchtel CLC Grade 8-9 (August 30), Innes CLC
Grade 7 (August 30), and Innes CLC Grade 8 (September 3).

While I'm mentioning buses, I want to send an important reminder to
all motorists. School bus traffic laws are in effect for the safety of
children or other passengers entering or leaving a school bus.
Children often will be crossing the street at the bus stop, so these
laws are extremely important for their safety. In Ohio, school bus
traffic laws vary depending on the size of the road. 

On a road with fewer than four lanes, all traffic approaching a stopped
school bus from either direction must stop at least 10 feet from the
front or rear of the bus and remain stopped until the bus begins to
move or the bus driver signals motorists to proceed. If the bus is
stopped on a street with four or more lanes, only traffic proceeding in
the same direction as the bus must stop, states the post, which cites
Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 4511.75. 

We want all of our kids and their families to be safe. Please be
mindful of school zones and watch your speed. We still have cameras
operating, and drivers who do not obey speed rules in school zones
will be ticketed. 

Okay ... back to the classroom before I close. 

College & Career Academies of Akron (CCAA) continues to transform
the high school experience for thousands of our students. Each year
gets better and more successful in this wonderful partnership we have
with hundreds of companies and organizations around Akron, and
with Ford Next Generation Learning. 

For this school year, we have expanded College & Career Academies
of Akron. CCAA Director Rachel Tecca has led this effort so well that
we are now right on schedule to take the program to what we call
"wall to wall." Up until this year, we have brought the program along in
sections to ensure we were giving it a careful and thoughtful start.
Now, we're ready to launch all of our academies this fall, with all
freshmen having selected a pathway or career area of interest in an
academy last year and now ready to participate in one, while
students in grades 10-12 continue in elected pathways. 

Academy programs available to students include studies in
construction and masonry, automotive, computer programming,
education, health care, criminal justice, fire safety, marketing,
information technology, engineering, environmental engineering, and
more. 

Nearly every year since we began our rebuilding program, we have
opened at least one new community learning center. This year we
have a brand-new Ellet Community Learning Center replacing Ellet
High School. We'll have our open house at noon August 24 and have
tours of the building available. The school is state-of-the-art and
includes our video production studios -- that we moved out of the
Conrad C. Ott Building -- and 91.3 The Summit, our wonderful,
community-oriented FM radio station. The building is also our very
first to be totally equipped for our new academy model of learning. 

As always, for more on our academies or anything else you might like
to know about us, visit us at  akronschools.com to learn more.
We're also on Facebook and Twitter.
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Best Wishes, 

David W. James, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Akron Public Schools
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